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ADOPTED

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
27 March 22, 2011
The Honorable Board of Supervisors .
County of Los Angeles ﬂ
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration SACHI A. HAMAI
EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Los Angeles, California 90012

Dear Supervisors:

AUTHORIZE THE SHERIFF TO ACCEPT DONATIONS TO REPAIR AND
REFURBISH BARLEY FLATS HELIPAD SITE
(ALL DISTRICTS) (3 VOTES)

SUBJECT

Request Board approval authorizing the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department (Department) to
accept monetary donations for the repair and refurbishment of the Barley Flats helipad site (Barley
Flats).

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1. Accept the donation of the two existing United States Forest Service (Forestry Service) buildings
at the Barley Flats.

2. Authorize the Sheriff, or his designee, to accept gifts or donations from donors made to the County
of Los Angeles (County), including donations exceeding $10,000, for the repair and refurbishment of
Barley Flats buildings.

3. Authorize the Sheriff to purchase a potable water tank and components for a water delivery
system from the donated funds.

4. Request that the Sheriff send appreciation letters to each of the donors.
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PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The purpose of this request is to accept a donation of the two existing buildings from the Forestry
Service and authorize the Sheriff to accept donations to refurbish Barley Flats, including donations
exceeding $10,000.

The Department and fire districts utilize Barley Flats for their helicopter air rescue operations. Barley
Flats is located in the vicinity of Mount Wilson, in the Angeles Crest Forest, near Highway 2. The
4.9-acre site is owned by the Forestry Service, and is operated by the Department under the Forest
Service Granger Thye Special Use Permit LAR 1017000, which expires on December 31, 2028.

Most of the facility was built in the 1940’s and includes two buildings and a helicopter landing pad. In
September 2009, the flames from the “Station Fire” came within feet of the already aging facility,
causing smoke damage to the interior of the buildings. The majority of the damage was related to
the water supply line and pump house, sewer, and overhead power lines.

Based on the damages, a Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) claim by the County
was submitted, however, it was determined there was no significant damage to the interior of the
building, and the claim was not eligible for FEMA funding. This facility is extremely important for the
Department and fire district’s air operation teams as it often serves as the County’s command post
rescue station, and a base for various operations. Therefore, it is imperative that the electric, water,
and septic systems be restored as soon as possible. Located at an elevation of 5,531 feet, the
building is also important because it provides the air rescue staff with protection from the elements,
especially during inclement weather.

The water supply lines, as they exist, cannot be repaired. The former system involved a well at the
base of the mountain, which can no longer be permitted by the Los Angeles County Health
Department as it does not meet current standards for depth. Therefore, a water delivery system,
including a water tank and backflow valve, must be installed as drilling a new well would be cost
prohibitive. To be certified, disinfection of the water and testing protocols must be developed and
followed. The water tank system is estimated to cost $16,000 and will also be funded by donations.
Potable water will continue to be delivered to the site by an agreement vendor at a cost of
approximately $400 per month. This alternative water tank system is more cost effective than drilling
a new water well, which is estimated to cost more than $160,000. Furthermore, drilling a new water
well does not guarantee that it will produce a suitable water source.

The Department would like to refurbish the facility, so it can adequately support the continued
performance of the Department’s Air Rescue 5 teams and the fire district helicopter operations. On
June 7, 2010, the Forestry Service authorized the Department to make the needed refurbishments
(Attachment A). Subsequently, on January 27, 2011, the Forestry Service decided to abandon the
buildings on the site, and has provided a letter donating the buildings to the County (Attachment B).

Due to limited funding in the Department’s budget, the Department is exploring various funding
options, including the solicitation of private donations and labor force to complete the proposed
improvements. The Department is proposing to finance the one-time cost of repairing the facility with
donations. The total cost of the refurbishment is estimated to be approximately $250,000.

To date, the Department has received $61,018 in donations and plans to solicit further donations in
the future (Attachment C).
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Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

This action meets the County’s Strategic Plan, Goal 1, Operational Effectiveness: By supporting
investment in public infrastructure to provide improved facilities within the Department; and Goal 5,
Public Safety: Ensure that the committed efforts of the public safety partners continue to maintain
and improve the safety and security of the people of the County by providing for the direct support of
air rescue.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

To the extent donated funds are obtained, the requested action eliminates the need for County funds
for this necessary expense.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

State law authorizes the acceptance of gifts for specific County purposes in Government Code
Section 25355. Specifically, sections: 1) authorizes the Board to delegate to any County officer or
employee the power to accept any gift made to the County; and 2) requires that the County officer or
employee shall file with the Board each quarter a report that describes the source and value of each
gift in excess of $10,000 or any other amount as determined by the Board.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTYS)

Approval of this request will help ensure continued use of Barley Flats to support air rescue services
to the public. There will be no negative impact on current Department services or projects as a result
of these donations.

CONCLUSION

Upon approval by the Board, please return three adopted copies of this letter to the Department’s
Administrative Services Division.

Sincerely,

LEROY D. BACA
Sheriff
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Attachment A

United States Forest Los Angeles River 12371 N. Little Tujunga Cyn. RD
l_)_SDA Department of Service Ranger District San Fernando, CA 91342

‘7"_ Agriculture 818-899-1900 Voice
626-447-8992 TTY

File Code: 2720
Date: June 7, 2010

Elizabeth R. Feathers

Manager

LASD Facilities Planning Bureau
1000 S. Fremont Ave., Bldg A-9 East
Alhambra, CA 91803

Dear Ms. Feathers:

The building in question is at Barley Flats Heliport Site under a Granger Thye Special Use
Permit LAR101700. I give permission for the following renovations:

1) Interior changes will use the existing foundation;

2) The external breezeblock walls and two internal breezeblock dividing walls will remain intact.
All three internal hardboard non roof supporting walls will be removed and replaced as
appropriate;

3) The kitchen and bathroom will be remodeled;

4) New electrics, plumbing and central air conditioning will be installed;

5) The window frames and glass will be replaced with double glazing; and

If you have any queries regarding the above please do not hesitate to contact me or Graham
Breakwell at 818-899-1900 ext 243.

Sincerely,

MICHAEL J. MCINTYRE
District Ranger

B G
Caring for the Land and Serving People Printed on Recycled Paper W



Attachment B

) United States Forest Los Angeles River 12371 N. Little Tujunga Cyn. RD
USDA. Department of ‘Service ~ Ranger District ; San Fernando, CA 91342
ZaEll Agriculture 818-899-1900 Voice

626-447-8992 TTY
File Code: 2720

" Date: January 27, 2011

Mr. Michael Hanks
‘Sheriff's Department
County of Los Angeles
1000 South Fremont Street
Building A-9, East
Alhambra, CA 91803

Dear Mr. Hanks:

BARRACKS/OFFICE/“READY ROOM”BUILDING ON THE BARLEY FLATS
’ HELIPORT SITE SPECIAL USE PERMIT #LAR101700 '

In response to your request for permission to perform rehabilitation work on the
Barracks/office/“ready room” building (“Building") on the Barley Flats Heliport Site, and as
discussed before, the Forest Service (FS) has decided to abandon the Building and to donate it to

‘the County of Los Angeles free of charge.

All rehabilitation work to replace/upgrade the Building can proceed without further approval
from FS, provided the work will not result in any change to the building’s external appearance
and to the building’s footprint. Any external changes, such as new roof, paint color, will need to

be agreed with FS.

The above-mentioned donation will also necessitate the issuance of a new replacement permit for -
the Heliport Site to recognize that the building is no longer Federal property. This issue will be
addressed separately with the CEO Real Estate Division in the near future.

If you have any questions or require any additional information, please contact Mr. Graham
Breakwell at (818) 899-1900 X243. 5

Sincerely,

MICHAEL J. MCINTYRE

District Ranger

Copy to Mr. Maurice Salama

G

@ Caring for the Land and Serving People Printed on Recyvied Paper



BARLEY FLATS HELIPORT SITE

Attachment C

DONATIONS RECEIVED FOR REFURBISHMENT

(As of 11/12/2010)
|
- Donation :
Date Name Amount {
1/26/2010|Michael R. Leum o $1,000.00 ‘
2/19/2010|Sheriff's Support Council $10,000.00
4/15/2010|Nestle B $1,000.00
4/26/2010|Various Donors - ~$70.00
4/26/2010|IMS Construction, Inc. N ~$1,000.00 | i
4/26/2010/James Chang | $1,000.00 |
~_ 5/5/2010|Northern Trust Charitable $5,000.00 |
7/16/2010|Billy Marquardt ~$100.00 |
| 716/2010|PaulaLarson ‘ 7’;____ $100.00
7/16/2010|Marilyn Segars ] ~ $500.00
7/16/2010 Janice A. Kolman | $30.00
7/16/2010 Coral J. Burgett $5.00
7/16/2010|David Cowen - - $100.00
7/16/2010|Glen Terry 1 $100.00
7/16/2010 Leonard McCarthy 1 $50.00 |
7/2312010|Gilbert Sherwood 1 $1oo.o%
7/28/2010 Tom & Marilyn Segar i $100.00
9/2/2010 Phillip D. Chen i $500.00
9/2/2010|Dawn Zamudio | $500.00
_ 9/2/2010/Stanley Shuster $2,500.00
- 9/2/2010!Sun Shine on you Foundatlon $2,500.00 |
| 9/2/2010 John Simpson & Alex Simpson _______$2,500.00
| 9/2/2010 Empire CLS o $9,263.24
'¥ 9/8/2010 The Audrey & Sydney Irma _ T $15,000. 00 | |
 9/82010|Mike Azer | $500.00 |
| 9/21/2010|Mary and Norman Pattnz ] '$5,000.00
| 9/23/2010 HP Automotive & Tow Inc. $2,500.00
TOTAL FUNDS DONATED:  $61,018.24





